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Delta virus infection in the different groups of hepatitis B virus infections. Chula Med J 1989
Apr; 33(4) : 285-288 :

The delta virus, a defective RNA virus which is dependent on a helper, hepatitis B virus,

Jor its replication has been recognized as a cause of acute and chronic liver disease in carriers of
the hepatitis B surface antigen. We studied the prevalence of delta virus infection among Thai people
with acute and chronic hepatitis B virus infection. There were 66 cases of healthy hepatitis B carriers,

36 cases of biopsy-proved chronic hepatitis, 39 cases of acute hepatitis B, 9 cases of acute hepatitis
A in hepatitis B carriers and 30 cases of intravenous drug addicted hepatitis B carriers. The delta
antibody was detected by ELISA test. A high prevalence of marker for delta antibody was found in
the intravenous drug addict group (60%) but none in the other groups of hepatitis B virus infection.

In Thailand, as in other non-endemic regions, delta virus infection appeared to occur mainly among
the intravenous drug abusers.

Reprint request : Poovorawan Y, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Received for publication. February 15, 1989.
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Table 1. The prevalence of anti-delta in the different groups of hepatitis B virus infection.

Sex Adult | Children anti-delta
Group No. positive
M F ' | No. No. No. (%)
asymptomatic carrier 66 21 45 65 1 0 ©)
chronic hepatitis B 36 31 5 36 0 0 )
acute hepatitis B 39 30 9 28 11 0 )
acute hepatitis A in hepatitis B carrier 9 4 5 0 0 ©0)
IV drug abusers in hepatitis B carrier 30 28 2 30 0 18 (60)
Total 180 115 66 159 22 18 )
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